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Pouring an Invisible Gas

A grown-up lights a candle where there is no breeze. Put about a tablespoon of baking soda in an

empty jar, then add about a quarter cup of vinegar. When the fizzing slows down, tilt the jar over the

flame as if you were pouring something out. Keep the liquid inside the jar. Draw what happens.

For the grown-up: Grown-ups only. Tilt slowly so none of the liquid spills onto the candle.

SAFETY Only a grown-up lights the candle and tilts the jar. Keep hair and sleeves away from the flame.

What I saw when the jar was tilted

1. What happened to the flame? Nothing you could see came out of the jar.

2. What gas did the fizzing make? Why could you pour it?

3. How is this like a fire extinguisher?
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