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Bare Soil vs. Covered Soil

Fill two trays with soil. Cover one with grass, leaves, or moss. Tilt both trays the same amount. Pour

the same amount of water over each and catch what runs off.

SAFETY Wash your hands after touching soil.

1. Predict: which tray will lose more soil?

Tray Color of the runoff water How much soil washed away?

Bare soil

Soil with plant cover

1. What did the plants do to protect the soil?

2. What did you keep the same so the test was fair?

©  R A B B I T  H O L E  L E A R N I N G .  A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D . 8 1


