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Guided Simulation: States of Matter

Open the simulation and follow each step. Make your prediction before you change anything.

P H E T  S I M U L A T I O N States of Matter: Basics phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/states-of-matter-basics

Start on the States screen. Choose water.

1. Click Solid, then Liquid, then Gas. Draw the particles in each box.

Solid Liquid Gas

2. In which state do the particles move the fastest?

3. Open the Phase Changes screen and start with a solid. Predict: what will the particles do when

you add heat?

4. Slide the control to Heat. What happened? Did it match your prediction?

5. Now slide the control to Cool. Explain what happens using the word particles.
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