LESSON 43 Earthasa Magnet [ 4- worRK wiTH DATA |

Make a Compass

Rub one end of a magnet along a sewing needle, from the eye to the point, 30 times. Always rub in the
same direction, and lift the magnet away before each new stroke. Lay the needle on a small slice of
cork, a plastic bottle cap, or a leaf. Float it in a bowl of water. Watch which way it points. Gently turn
it and let it settle again.

For the grown-up: Handle the needle carefully. Test away from metal tables, appliances, and the magnet, which can pull the
needle off course.

sAFETY Needles are sharp. Hold the needle by the eye end.

Trial Which way did the needle point?
Trial 1

Trial 2

Trial 3

1. What pattern do you notice?

2. Why does the needle turn to point the same way every time?
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