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How Loud Is It?

Loudness is measured in decibels. The bigger the number, the louder the sound. Read the graph, then

answer the questions.

For the grown-up: Loudness is different from pitch. A sound can be loud and low (a drum) or soft and high (a quiet whistle).

Sounds louder than about 85 decibels can hurt your ears if you hear them for a long time.
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1. Write the sounds in order from softest to loudest.

2. Sounds louder than 85 decibels can hurt your ears. Draw a dashed line across the graph at 85.

Which sounds need ear protection?

3. A fire truck siren is very loud. Why might it be helpful that it is so loud?

4. Where would a dog barking fit on this graph? How could you find out?
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